Appendix A
You are a part of a gifted committee for your school. Each Spring, nominations are turned in for students to join the gifted and talented program. 

1. Would you recommend this student for formal evaluation?
2. Highlight evidence in the text to support your decision.

	Lucas is a 4th grader. His mom nominated him and shared that he often gets bored with the level of homework. He enjoys drawing and science fiction movies. He achieved high grades in first and second grade, but lately, his grades have been slipping. His teacher called home three times because he frequently zones out and is always sleepy. He is failing ELA, primarily due to incomplete assignments. His teacher reported giving him time to organize his desk, but Lucas often gets off track, playing with things in his desk and asking off-topic questions. During the last student-led P/T conference, Lucas cried when his teacher discussed his performance and persistence in the classroom.
	Would you recommend Lucas for a formal eval?
· Yes
· No

Reasoning: 





	Jamal is a 3rd grader and was nominated by his 2nd-grade teacher. He enjoys math and can often be found mastering his Rubik's Cube. Jamal is on tier two level support in his school’s PBIS program for consistent classroom disruptions. His teacher reported he frequently blurts out to gain peer attention and has trouble transitioning during unstructured time. His math scores are phenomenal, and his reading is high. He has an IEP for speech. The special education teacher is trying to phase him off the IEP, but the general education teacher insists he stay on it for his behavioral issues.
	Would you recommend Jamal for a formal eval?
· Yes
· No

Reasoning:

	Maudi is a 2nd-grade student and was nominated by her teacher. She consistently does well on assignments and scored in the 89th percentile on last year’s math standardized test and 87th percentile in ELA. Her teacher reports she is attentive, kind, and enjoys school. Maudi reports that her favorite subject is math because she was the first to memorize her times tables. She easily makes friends and has been described as “well-adjusted.” Her parents have repeatedly emailed asking about identification procedures and how they can help expedite the process.
	Would you recommend Maudi for a formal eval?
· Yes
· No

Reasoning:

	Melinda is a 5th-grade student in your class. She is an average to above-average student. She is respectful and completes tasks, but her output is unremarkable. She will answer when called upon, but rarely raises her hand. In a journal about what she wants to be when she grows up, Melinda wrote of her love for plants and their medicinal uses, and her “aunties” taught her. She wants to be a doctor or scientist. You notice she meticulously spelled the name of each plant and showed a deep respect for nature. Melinda is the only American Indian in your class. She comes from a young, single mother. She has two cousins who pick her up from school, and recently shared that they both dropped out of high school.
	Would you recommend Melinda for a formal eval?
· Yes
· No

Reasoning:




	Which student does this pertain to?
	Common Characteristics of Gifted Students

	








	Asynchronous Development
· The mismatch between gifted individuals' cognitive, emotional, and physical development.
· Examples: 
· A student excels in math but struggles in reading
· A student’s intellectual skills are advanced, but fine motor and social skills are lagging
· Some experts believe asynchronous development, rather than potential or ability, is the defining characteristic of giftedness

	


























	Overexcitabilities (OE)
· Intensities indicate a heightened ability to respond to stimuli
· Psychomotor OE: endless energy
· Might talk compulsively, act impulsively, misbehave and act out, display nervous habits, or show intense drive 
· Sensual OE: heightened sensations from sight, smell, touch, taste, and hearing. 
· Might have an increased appreciation of pleasures such as music, language, and art, or derive endless delight from tastes, smells, textures, sounds, and sights. However, this increased sensitivity might make them feel overstimulated or uncomfortable with sensory input.
· Imaginational OE: heightened play of the imagination
· Might find it difficult to stay tuned into a classroom where creativity and imagination are secondary to a rigid academic curriculum.
· Emotional OE: heightened, intense feelings
· Intellectual OE: need to seek understanding and truth, to gain knowledge, and to analyze and synthesize
· Might have a strong concern for fairness, morals, and ethical issues due to the love of complex thinking and theory
· Should not be used as excuses for destructive behaviors!
· OEs can be used as evidence to help with identification

	What accommodations/teaching strategies could you implement to help the student you picked?






