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Parisa Ebrahimbabaie’s academic tenure at 
Bethune-Cookman University (B-CU) unfolds 
as a captivating narrative intricately woven with 
challenges stemming from her international 
background as a woman from Iran. This explo-
ration of her experiences at the Historical Black 
University (HBCU) delves into the complexities 
of identity, cultural adjustments, and the unique 
dynamics of an academic environment rich in 
historical significance.

Adapting to B-CU requires more than adjusting 
to the physical surroundings; it involves a deep 
understanding of various facets of the local 
culture, including communication dynamics, social 
nuances, and aligning academic expectations with 
prevailing norms. This cultural transition demands 
a significant reassessment of approaches to teach-
ing, research collaboration, and interpersonal 
relationships for a seamless integration into the 
academic and cultural environment at B-CU.
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Navigating the pervasive stereotypes linked to 
her nationality and gender poses a persistent 
challenge for Parisa. Overcoming preconcep-
tions requires a delicate blend of assertiveness 
and cultural education to foster a more accurate 
understanding of her identity.

The intersection of Parisa’s Iranian identity 
introduces challenges within the academic 
sphere, requiring a continuous negotiation 
of her identity within a landscape not always 
attuned to the complexity of her experiences. 
This intersectionality weaves into her daily 
interactions, shaping her role and experiences 
within the academic community.

Building authentic connections with colleagues 
and students at B-CU becomes a multifaceted 
challenge for Parisa. Overcoming cultural 
barriers and establishing professional rapport 
within the context of an HBCU necessitate an 
awareness of cultural diversity and an appre-
ciation for the historical foundations shaping 
relationships in this distinctive academic 
community.

The unique setting of an HBCU exposes Parisa 
to an environment steeped in historical signif-
icance and cultural traditions. Navigating this 
context requires more than academic under-
standing; it demands a deep immersion into the 
institution’s ethos. Grasping and appreciating 
the historical commitment to the African 
American community becomes fundamental to 
her role as an academic contributor.

Engaging with the predominantly African 
American local community at B-CU presents 
challenges connected to cultural sensitivity. 

Navigating community engagement demands 
dedication to academic outreach and a keen 
awareness of diverse perspectives within the 
community. Despite challenges, Parisa is very 
happy working at Bethune-Cookman University 
as an assistant professor, appreciating the 
positive and enriching academic environment.

Achieving a harmonious equilibrium between 
her diverse cultural identity and institutional 
expectations remains a continuous negotia-
tion. Striking this delicate balance involves 
leveraging the strengths of her Iranian heritage 
while aligning with the cultural fabric of the 
HBCU. This intricate dance of identity within 
the academic realm is central to her ongoing 
experience.

Gender dynamics, evident within the institution 
and broader cultural context, significantly 
influence Parisa’s professional journey. Navigat-
ing gender-related challenges, advocating for 
equity, and fostering an inclusive environment 
are integral components of her academic role.

Establishing a professional network within the 
academic sphere poses distinctive challenges. 
Cultural differences and potential biases add 
complexity to networking dynamics, neces-
sitating active participation in opportunities 
to overcome barriers and forge meaningful 
connections within the university community.

Access to leadership positions for women, 
particularly from underrepresented 
backgrounds, poses nuanced challenges. 
Navigating the path to leadership roles 
demands professional acumen and a proac-
tive approach to contribute meaningfully to 
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decision-making processes within the academic 
landscape.

Accessing research funding, laboratories, and 
resources presents Parisa with a multifaceted 
challenge. Adapting to constraints and identi-
fying alternative avenues to pursue research 
goals becomes a crucial aspect of her academic 
journey. This adaptive resilience characterizes 
her approach to academic research within the 
distinctive institutional context.

Diverse levels of institutional support for 
diversity and inclusion at B-CU add complexity 
to Parisa’s academic experience. Advocating for 
initiatives that advance diversity and actively 
participating in creating an inclusive environ-
ment are essential components of her role, 
requiring a nuanced understanding of institu-
tional dynamics.

In conclusion, Parisa’s academic journey at 
Bethune-Cookman University has been marked 
by diverse challenges extending beyond tradi-
tional academic boundaries. This narrative 
unravels the complexities inherent in her 
experience, shedding light on the multifaceted 
nature of her identity intersectionality within 
the unique landscape of an HBCU. As she 
continues navigating this intricate journey, her 
story stands as a testament to the resilience and 
adaptability required to thrive in the dynamic 
and diverse academic environments shaping the 
modern educational landscape. Importantly, 
she emphasizes her happiness and apprecia-
tion for the positive and enriching academic 
environment at Bethune-Cookman University.


