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Ross E. Dunn and Laura J. Mitchell. Panorama—A World History. New York:
McGraw Hill Education, 2015. Pp. 852. Cloth, $208.00.

Educators and writers of history textbooks have struggled with the need to
reconcile traditional forms of content delivery with the fact that students can readily
access this same material from varied, though not necessarily academically vetted,
sources. As aresult, social studies educators and historians have had to reimagine the
fundamental nature of both the teacher and the textbook, as neither are necessarily the
vital source of content that they once were. An existential crisis of sorts has emerged,
as some have called into question the nature and value of social studies in the K-12
classroom. From this relative chaos comes the opportunity to reimagine history
education as a means of higher order learning, in that the modeling and development
of history-based skills become the most vital and important aspect of the history
classroom. Panorama, a new textbook from historians Ross E. Dunn and Laura
Mitchell, best exemplifies the pedagogical opportunities enabled by this
technologically-driven sea change within history education.

Contextualization and the identification of global interconnectedness are amongst
the skills modeled in Panorama, making this new text a welcome addition to the
offerings available to teachers of world history, at both the high school and college
level. Such is evident in how the authors present the content. Historical phenomena
are couched within their global perspective, challenging readers to think about how
external forces might have shaped regional developments. Underscoring this are
sidebars and in-text definitions that clarify and contextualize ideas, themes, and words
that might need further explanation. Thus, the reader has the opportunity to
continuously engage with the content without having to turn to a glossary or dictionary.
Each chapter begins with an illustration—noted by the authors as “A Panoramic
View”—visually depicting the movement of people and ideas that were central to the
topics to be covered. This is an interesting and effective pedagogical approach, for it
forces the reader to view the world and its history as a crosscurrent of activity, thus
moving students away from the belief that history is nationally insular. As aresult, the
reader is consistently being asked to think about the larger, global processes that shaped
and informed historical events. Each chapter closes with a graphic entitled “Change
Over Time,” which serves to reinforce the chapter’s content by signposting content in
ensuing chapters. As such, the fundamental process of thoughtful reading will force
students to view history as a macro-global narrative. This macro view, however, does
not teleologically negate the importance of regional histories. Rather, the authors are
careful to construct parallel and interconnected narratives so as to model the interaction
of the macro and micro.

The arc of Panorama gives enough detail to provide readers a vital historic
narrative necessary to develop the skills mentioned above. Moreover, the authors
neither seek to be authoritative or unnecessarily esoteric in their narrative, instead
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Loyalist representation. This fresh wave of scholarship includes Thomas B. Allen’s
Tories: Fighting for the King in America’s First Civil War (New York: HarperCollins,
2010), Maya Jasanoff’s Liberty Exiles: American Loyalists in the Revolutionary World
(New York: Knopf, 2011), and Chopra’s own Unnatural Rebellion: Loyalists in New
York City during the Revolution (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2011).

Choosing Sides is part of the American Controversies Series, whose larger aim
is to nourish lesser-known sides of various controversial historical issues in order to
promote and enliven informed debate. As such, Choosing Sides is a valuable resource
for teachers at advanced secondary and university levels. A particular strength is the
book’s chronological breadth of one hundred and thirty years, from the 1754 Albany
Plan of Union to an 1884 memorial speech dedicated to the “United Empire Loyalists”
of Upper Canada (222). Furthermore, Chopra’s lengthy introductory narrative can
stand alone as a general overview of Loyalist thought and purpose. The remainder of
the book consists of ten thematically organized chapters, each comprised of four to nine
primary documents. Each chapter addresses a narrow topic, such as slaves, Indian
allies, or exiles, thus making it easy for teachers to locate specific documents for use
as supplementary readings, writing prompts, or counterweights to skewed film
narratives. In sum, Choosing Sides is a cogent and convenient resource for teachers of
upper-level secondary and university courses.

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Lisa Mercer

Bethany Jay and Cynthia Lynn Lyerly, eds. Understanding and Teaching
American Slavery. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 2016. Pp. 318. Paper,
$34.64.

When President Barack Obama dedicated the Smithsonian National Museum of
African American History and Culture, he echoed many historians in reminding the
nation that “African American History ... is central to the American story.” Rarely in
American history have such reminders been more urgently needed. In recent years,
fierce debates have raged over the history of brutality and prejudice that gave rise to the
Black Lives Matter movement, the cultural context of the Confederate flag, and
textbooks that distort or diminish the history of race. Slavery and its legacies have been
central to these conversations. In this context, we have witnessed a grassroots quest for
good history, as evidenced by both the Charleston Syllabus (the book that began as a
Twitter hashtag after the 2015 killings at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal
Church) and the widespread interest in the new Smithsonian museum. And now
Bethany Jay and Cynthia Lynn Lyerly have given us Understanding and Teaching
American Slavery, a remarkable volume of essays that seek to guide high school and
college instructors as they help students grapple with this troubling, challenging, and
essential American story.
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vice: They distill the flood of recent scholarship on slavery so that teachers can use
1practical ways to enhance their instruction. The history of slavery is not peripheral
American history; it is American history. For teachers who understand that truth and
se to communicate it to their students, this book is essential reading.

stropolitan State University of Denver Shelby M. Balik

inisha Sinha. The Slave’s Cause: A History of Abolition. New Haven: Yale
iversity Press, 2016. Pp. 768. Cloth, $37.50.

In this densely researched work, Manisha Sinha offers not only a synthesis of
1erican antislavery but a compelling interpretation of a “hundred-year drama in law,
itics, literature, and on-the-ground activism” (2). Building her argument in part on

rich body of abolitionist print culture, The Slave’s Clause refutes characterization
the abolitionists as white bourgeois romantics confined to antebellum America.

Sinha instead traces two waves of a transnational, interracial, dynamic movement
t intersected with other societal movements of the time, from women’s rights to
erging critiques of capitalism. Wave one began prior to the Revolution and
itinued through the 1820s. Early abolitionists, she argues, were the nation’s original
ical thinkers: Phyllis Wheatley, she points out, was no “lone genius” but was
presentative of an emerging African American antislavery critique of revolutionary
ublicanism” (31). First wave abolitionists introduced tactics and ideas that appeared
lin in the second antebellum wave. “The history of abolition,” Sinha compellingly
ues, “is marked as much by continuity as by disjuncture” (191).

She recasts the emergence of immediate abolitionism as an “interracial
nediatism” arising from black protest from David Walker to Freedom's Journal.
t Turner’s rebellion inspired black and white abolitionists alike; as they would with
in Brown decades later, many abolitionists admired Turner (if not always his violent
ans). In response to the vehement antebellum proslavery backlash, black
litionists created a “concerted intellectual response to American racism,” and white
Iblack abolitionists together forged what Sinha terms “the modern concept of human
ats” (311, 249). Black abolitionists at times considered emigration, and Sinha offers
ailed accounts of their efforts and ideas. In both waves, too, international
ypenings influenced abolitionists; Sinha lingers especially on the 1848 moment. The
hor also highlights the work of both black and white women, abolition’s “most
sctive” if not always welcome “foot soldiers” (266).

Sinha makes the case that slave resistance sat at the center of abolitionism—
haps her most radical argument. She states this explicitly, but it is also implicit
hin the narrative structure of the work. Case in point: Sinha opens her section on
-1830s abolition not with the story of white Quakers but with the 1721 story of an
1amed African woman who roused men to rebellion onboard a slave ship (to tragic
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title of the book suggests, Ford examines these “bonds of union” through three
historical lenses: religion, race, and politics. In this context, northern, southern,
Catholic, Protestant, black, and white Americans on both sides of the Ohio River
overcame their differences and found a common interest in religious devotion, class
standing, and providing medical aid to wounded soldiers.

In her section on religion, Ford examines how in the light of the Catholic and
Protestant competition for souls, devotional poetry reflected one’s personal religious
convictions but at the same time revealed a common understanding of religion as a
bond of union between all people and God. Relatively few historians have wanted to
comb through the immense number of religious poems of this era, while other scholars
have devaluated the use of poetry as a historical source. Ford, however, moves beyond
the conventional focus on sources such as newspaper articles, diaries, letters, and public
records in a quest to construct a richer history. As the Civil War approached, this new
religious literature also fostered unlikely and often underappreciated bonds of union in
a world of suffering and loss.

In a provocative section on race, Ford explains how white and black
Cincinnatians and Louisvillians came to depend on one another. To be sure, these two
cities were epicenters of commercial success. In this burgeoning economy, rising
middle class men and women required a multitude of personal services in order to
establish and maintain their class standing. Blacks often provided housework,
dressmaking, barbering, and hairdressing, and, in turn, these successful black
businessmen who helped to maintain white appearances used their clients’ professional
and political ties to obtain legal protection of their property and civil rights. In many
instances, this mutual dependence nurtured a heart-felt union between whites and
blacks. A large number of middle-class and elite whites in both Cincinnati and Ohio
withdrew their support of colonization as unfair to blacks in the region who had built
homes, schools, and churches.

In her last section, Ford argues that as Cincinnati and Louisville became
commercial centers for the entire Ohio and Mississippi River Valleys, the process of
commerce diluted their regional differences. Louisville especially prided itself in being
an intermediary between North and South. This economic bond of union between the
two cities tended to tamp down disunion rhetoric and, in fact, helped to create the Free
Soil and Republican parties in this region. Lastly, when war finally came to the Ohio
River Valley, residents in both Cincinnati and Louisville began to form new bonds of
union through the shared experience of suffering and loss. Through relief work in
hospitals and on the field, citizens put aside their regional differences in regard to
religion, slavery, and politics in order to show their loyalty to wounded and dying
soldiers.

Bonds of Union certainly has an important place within pre-Civil War ideology
and geography of the Ohio River Valley’s historiography. Many scholars over the past
twenty years have argued the violence along the Kentucky/Ohio border was a critical
forerunner of the Civil War. Similar to Ford, Matthew Salafia’s book, Slavery’s
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ably illustrating how depictions of Jesus were created, destroyed, recreated, and
manipulated by historical actors. For this reason, Blum and Harvey’s monograph could
be successfully employed in both high school and college history courses. Although
it would certainly have to be divided and conquered outside of a history of religion in
America course, its applications and arguments remain important, even when studied
a chapter or section at a time. Entitled “Born Across the Atlantic,” part one features
three chapters on Jesus’ utilization beginning with the passage across the Atlantic and
ending with his portrayal during life in the early republic. This section certainly
reinforces the notion that depictions of Jesus were scarce in colonial times, and it
absolutely challenges the myth that America was born a Jesus nation.

Teachers of courses on the American Civil War or slavery will find part two,
“Crucified and Resurrected,” especially relevant and informative. Chapter five—
“Christ in the Camps”—devotes special attention to how Americans represented Jesus
during the American Civil War. Studying the role of religion during the war sheds
important insights into the cultural conditions of the time. In the age of Lincoln,
Americans, ranging from soldiers on both sides of the fighting to slaves who perceived
Jesus as the great liberator, embraced depictions of Jesus as ways to cope with the
difficulties of war.

Part three, “Ascended and Still Ascending,” offers new information on a
belabored, yet important, topic. It is common knowledge that The Great Depression
caused nearly a quarter of the American work force to be without a job. Blum and
Harvey discussed this era, but from the vantage point of religion. Not representing the
times, people created a rendition of Jesus as a working man, ready to tackle the
problems of unemployment. He grew muscles and a Protestant work ethic seemingly
overnight. More recently, Jesus has been seen as liberator during the Civil Rights era
and a rap or hip-hop song lyric in the digital age. Advancements and access to
technology has allowed for Jesus to be depicted as black, Latino, and Asian, and more
recently, Hollywood has tried—although with only partial success—to represent Jesus
in a more colorful light.

Cultural and intellectual historians alike will find particular satisfaction with The
Color of Christ, as it considers how and why historical actors have dealt with Christ
throughout time. Relying on a variety of sources such as lyrics and hymns, journals and
images, and published depictions of Jesus, Blum and Harvey illustrate time and time
again how different groups of Americans manipulated ideas of Jesus and injected them
into everyday life. White Jesus was not conceived through immaculate conception;
rather, he was born out of contact, conflict, and the creativity of people, and because
of that, will continue to be remade in their image. Understanding this evolving
construction and reconstruction of Jesus in America allows for a more instructive












