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The replica ship that I sailed on is by no means the only example of a traveling
useum available to the public. There are also replica ships that provide students with
‘e-size examples of service on board a ship during other historical periods. A visit to
mestown Settlement allows visitors to board three re-creations of the ships that
ought the first settlers from England to Virginia in the early 1600s. Historical
terpreters, dressed in period garb, give tours of the Susan Constant, Godspeed, and
iscovery. These interpreters often portray a character that would have lived and
orked during that time period. Students touring these ships are encouraged to interact
ith the interpreters in order to grasp a better understanding of the daily life of the
sople who worked and traveled on these ships. Participating in hands-on activities
hile aboard the ships enhances the educational experiences as well as to entertain the
sitors.

While the replica ships that the Columbus Foundation owns are well described

traveling museums, there are many other replicas that are docked in other cities as
rmanent exhibits. However, the costs of maintaining these ships has become
'oblematic in keeping the ships open for tours. Replicas of the Pinta and Santa Maria
e docked outside the Corpus Christi Museum of Science and History. Sadly, due to
ghmaintenance costs, these ships soon will be demolished and the scraps will be used
maintain the replica ship, Nina, also docked at the museum. The city of Columbus,
hio, has a Santa Maria Museum that was built in 1991 to celebrate the quincentennial
"Columbus’ first voyage in 1492. This floating museum is currently closed while
ipporters raise funds to continue its mission of providing educational tours and
ograms.

Educational experiences on floating museums are not relegated to replica ships
ily. The USS Constitution is an original military frigate built in 1797. This ship
rved with distinction in several wars, earning the name “Old Ironsides.” Going
rough a major restoration in the 1920s, funded mostly by young students in a “pennies
mpaign,” the USS Constitution traveled more than 22,000 miles throughout the
130s. Itis now docked in the Charleston Navy Yard at the end of the Boston Freedom
-all. Noted for being the world’s oldest commissioned warship afloat, the USS
onstitution is preserved as a floating museum. Visitors are given free tours conducted
7 active duty military personnel. Educator packets are available for teachers that
clude a thematic unit, DVD, and posters. Schools can sign up for planned tours that
low students to take part in interactive programs in which they assume roles, don
)sstumes, and interact with navigational equipment. These programs are in addition

the normal visitor tour and therefore have a fee attached.

Sadly, I have found that most public schools cannot schedule such tours for
ndents. Budget cuts have forced many school districts to eliminate field trips from
e school curriculum, especially those with an admission fee. Private schools and
ymeschooling organizations might take advantage of programs like the ones the Nina
id USS Constitution offer, but most children attending public schools are not privy to
ch valuable educational experiences anymore. Fortunately, some museums are









