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ibatants from places like Gettysburg or Normandy Beach, symbolizes this shift, or
1dening, of emphasis.

Taken as a work that carefully weaves the often sporadic and haphazard
elopment of armed conflict into an eminently digestible narrative, Global Military
fory should be considered for all secondary or undergraduate courses on the history
varfare. Black eschews definitively committing to either traditional “war and
ety” approaches or the more recent “cultural turn,” but rather seeks broader and
¢ nuanced engagement with evolving “social, cultural, political and economic”
nences, in addition to technological factors, as he balances “context” and “the
tary dimension.” While the resulting focus moves rapidly between events and
ons, anecessary limitation due to the book’s introductory purpose and the ambitious
1 of history it explores, it nevertheless allows maximum exposure to the rich, if
rtunate, diversity of conflicts that have plagued humanity during the modern and
t-modern eras. Moving beyond the “Eurocentricity” of studies still used in most
tary academies and universities, Black’s innovative work, and its emphasis on
rporating Asian, Latin American, and African conflicts as developments worthy of
al attention to Western affairs, delivers a much needed, and newly revised,
1plement to the current assemblage of military histories.

ted States Military Academy Nathan Jennings

nuel Moyn and Andrew Sartori, eds. Global Intellectual History. New York:
umbia University Press, 2013. Pp. 352. Cloth, $35.00; ISBN 978-0-231-16048-

Samuel Moyn and Andrew Sartori edited Global Intellectual History, wrote the
oductory essay, and recruited thirteen contributors to write the remaining twelve
lys, one essay being coauthored. Moyn and some of the contributors are affiliated
1 Columbia University. Sartori is affiliated with New York University. The book
three sections: A Framework for Debate, Alternative Options, and Concluding
lections. These are of unequal dimensions. Part one contains a single essay that
es as the introduction. Part two, the bulk of the book, has ten essays. Part three,
1g the conclusion, has two essays.

In the introduction, Moyn and Sartori emphasize the newness of global
llectual history. They mention briefly that science is part of this nascent field, but
nce is not a focus of inquiry. Perhaps intellectual historians no longer are interested
1e rise and fall of scientific theories. Whatever the truth, it seems clear that Moyn
Sartori, after paying lip service to science, thereafter have little to do with it.

As abook that emphasizes global history, the West receives comparatively little
tment. There is almost no information on the United States. In this book, W.E.B.
3ois emerges as the only American intellectual to merit discussion. In Europe,
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: of Representatives. Yet Finkelman sees the influence of slavery almost
He lists Article I, Section 8, Paragraph 17, giving Congress jurisdiction
leral capital district, among those provisions that “illustrate the way the
set a proslavery tone.” The founders’ crime here? Congress did not use
to ban slavery in the District of Columbia. It is typical of his methods.
lman provides a detailed treatment of the Philadelphia convention, while
about the ratification debates. He relegates to an endnote James Wilson’s
the Pennsylvania ratifying convention that the Constitution empowered
end slavery as, essentially, a lie. In fact, many people believed the
, either by giving Congress the power to outlaw the foreign slave trade in
, ot through other provisions, had dealt slavery a mortal wound. Students
tter served by reading David Waldstreicher’s more measured Slavery’s
: From Revolution to Ratification (2009) or A Necessary Evil? Slavery
ate over the Constitution (1995), a collection of primary sources edited by
1nski that allows readers to draw their own conclusions.
Iman is better explaining more obscure topics. He includes chapters on the
irdinance of 1787, purporting to ban slavery in the Northwest Tetritory; on
ce of slavery in Indiana and Illinois well into the nineteenth century; on the
n ineffective fugitive slave law in 1793; and, new for the third edition, on
d the African slave trade. Here again, he stretches the evidence, saying
)00 blacks ...remained enslaved in the Northwest between 1787 and 1848,”
ding in an endnote that the “exact number of slaves living in Indiana and
1possible to determine” and providing census numbers that do not come
100 slaves. Another chapter lauds the anti-slavery credentials of the
nd castigates Jefferson’s Democratic-Republicans. “A careful analysis of
rotes,” Finkelman suggests, would show Federalist members of Congress
to support anti-slavery legislation, but he offers no such analysis.
Iman spends his last two chapters excoriating, with considerable
Jefferson’s admittedly miserable record on questions of racial justice. He
ferson could have used his considerable influence to turn white opinion
1y as he had used the Declaration of Independence to mobilize support for
th Great Britain, an absurd argument since Congress did not take up the
until after it had passed a resolution declaring independence. Finkelman
he premise that Jefferson’s unique status justifies historians in holding him
tandard than we might hold his contemporaries, and that some of them did
wes. His first assumption is highly subjective, and, while the second is
tect, Finkelman ignores founders such as James Madison, George Mason,
/hose record on slavery tracks Jefferson: They condemned slavery while
1g to abolish the institution.
Iman seems understandably agitated by older scholars, chiefly Dumas
Merrill Peterson, and by more recent popular biographers, who, feeling an
Jtic obligation to make Jefferson a national icon, minimized his career as
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iy J. Kaye. The Fight for the Four Freedoms: What Made FDR and the
:st Generation Truly Great. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2014. Pp. 292.
‘over, $11.71; ISBN 978-1451691436.

[t is rare to find a book of history that enables teachers to engage students
lly in understanding the era of the Great Depression, the New Deal of Franklin
ysevelt, and the enduring legacy of the “Four Freedoms” as espoused by FDR on
y 1, 1941. Harvey J. Kaye has a long and active career of writing American
' from a progressive viewpoint. His work is on the whole careful and well-
‘hed but also remarkably balanced given his sympathetic concerns for an
can populace whose voices often are not heard in traditional histories.

While American history textbooks today certainly give coverage to minorities,
1, immigrants, and workers, they rarely raise critical questions. This is where
s book excellently fills a void. In a time when social media dominates much of
1l discourse and cable news networks have carved out niches that appeal to
tlar political tastes, it is refreshing to read Harvey J. Kaye asking hard questions
sviding an historical narrative that is rich in analysis. Thus he poses that “that the
and conservative rich continue as they always have to work at delaying,
1ing, and rolling back that generation’s greatest democratic achievements is not
cable. Butthat liberals and leftists have lost their association with that generation

[t is often lost on students that Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms speech ranks as high
aham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. It was a re-reading of the Constitution and
wisioning of American values in such a way as to build real democracy and
'y and make strides towards social justice. Moreover, it must be remembered that
in Delano Roosevelt was elected president four times by solid majorities. No
yerson in the nation’s history before or since has managed to do that. In those
:nt years, FDR and the American people rebuilt the nation and insured that the
»f Depression and World War would be dealt with in a democratic fashion.

But Kaye sharply points out that there were contradictions in the American
ter. Kaye cites one political activist, Chip Berlet, who responded to the 1995
»ma City domestic terrorist bombing of a federal building by recalling how his
a World War II veteran, life-long Republican, and ardent anti-communist, rose
his many prejudices to fight for the Four Freedoms that Roosevelt laid down,
quotes Berlet, the son, who states “My Dad fought fascism to defend these
ms, not just for himself, but for people of different religions and races, people he
sed with ... even people he was prejudiced against. Today, the four freedoms are
ittack—in part because we forget why people fought World War I1.” Itis Kaye’s
on as an historian to remind us of how and why the Four Freedoms are critical
sential to who we are as Americans.

[n eleven sharply focused, fast-paced chapters, Kaye shows the struggles that
sans endured making the Four Freedoms real. Within his historical narrative
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nesepeople. This transformed the relationship between the Chinese government and
seople, with the state demanding unprecedented sacrifice from its subjects in return
anew system of social welfare. China’s wartime experience also foreshadowed the
3s campaigns that would become commonplace in China during the Korean War, the
:at Leap Forward, and the Cultural Revolution. Lastly, from an international context,
ter notes how China’s World War IT contributed to a decline of two former imperial
vers, Britain and Japan, and ushered in the rise of the United States and Soviet Union
heir place.

As can be gleaned from this brief overview, Forgotten Ally has much to offer
cialists in Chinese, diplomatic, or military history. Mitter draws from many of the
st important recent developments in modern Chinese history as well as newly
:ased primary materials to craft a narrative that is both highly readable and insightful.
wddition to its breadth and accessibility, Forbidden Ally is a valuable resource for
shers because it includes a detailed bibliographical section on several topics
taining to China’s involvement in World War II. It also highlights important
ages between the eastern and western fronts of WW II and U.S. and Japanese
sign policies. Perhaps the only aspect where this work is lacking is in its relatively
ited coverage of Russian and Soviet perspectives. However, this does little to detract
1 an otherwise superb history, one that no doubt will become the standard for years
ome.

‘ted States Military Academy Jason Halub

in Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell. March (Book One). Marietta, GA:
) Shelf Productions, 2013. Pp. 128. Paper, $14.95; ISBN 978-1-60309-300-2.

In the late 1950s, the peace organization Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR)
lished a sixteen-page comic book entitled Martin Luther King and the Montgomery
ry to publicize the nonviolent civil disobedience at the heart of the bus boycott in
bama. More than fifty years later, John Lewis, civil rights activist and current U.S.
igressman, recalls the impact of nonviolence on both his life and the larger civil
1ts movement in his memoir and graphic novel, March (Book One). The first book
» richly illustrated trilogy, March chronicles Lewis’s childhood in rural Alabama
»ugh his participation in sit-ins while a student in Nashville in 1960. The son of a
recropper, Lewis places his childhood within a larger historical context that included

Brown decision, the murder of Emmitt Till, and the bus boycott in nearby
ntgomery. Nevertheless, the value of the memoir lies in the importance of less
matic experiences long before Lewis’s prominent role in the Student Nonviolent
yrdinating Committee (SNCC) and the March on Washington. For example, Lewis
shasizes a transformational experience that occurred when he was only eleven, three
ts before Brown. In 1951, Lewis accompanied an uncle on his first trip outside the
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onclusions about the behemoth company are convincing, and Private Empire is a
ignificant contribution to the study of contemporary problems in oil and world power.

The strengths of Private Empire—its enthralling style and global scope—are
wrgely a reflection of its author’s background. With earlier works on AT&T and Getty
il, Coll is comfortable navigating the complexities of corporate politics. He does an
dmirable job of teasing out the tricky relationship between brusque Exxon chairman
e¢ Raymond, Raymond’s employees, and the company’s board of directors. His
imiliarity with Big Oil and Big Finance also enables him to make a fascinating
onnection: The annual SEC report of oil companies’ proven reserves affected stock
alue, which often impelled desperate attempts by ExxonMobil to replace its reserves.
1 addition to his corporate insight, Coll has a strong sense of geography that bleeds
wough in Private Empire. Whether describing the ramshackle oil towns in the Niger
elta or the mass graves in Aceh, Coll imparts the facts of ExxonMobil’s involvement
1these places in a way that resonates viscerally with the reader.

Despite Coll’s skill as an investigative journalist, he misses a few opportunities
y situate his ExxonMobil case study within a broader debate over corporatism, which
sems to be the crux of his argument. Coll suggests that the relationship between U.S.
nd Exxon interests is an ambivalent one at best. The two policies could occasionally
¢ complementary, such as when Vice President Dick Cheney mediated in the UAE at
1e behest of Chairman Raymond in 2005. At other times, the relationship between U.S.
nd Exxon policies could be downright antagonistic. For instance, Raymond urged
‘hina not to adopt the Kyoto protocols in direct opposition to President Bill Clinton’s
olicyin 1997. By comparing these examples to previous divergences between private
nd public policies, Coll could have helped the reader understand their significance.
low did these examples stack up against U.S. corporatist policy in the Middle East
uring the Arab-Israeli wars, for example?

Coll concludes his work with several tantalizing examples of “corporate
scendancy” and state decline in America: the Citizens United case and record-breaking
xxonMobil profits contrasted with U.S. credit downgrade and spiraling debt. The
nplications of such “corporate ascendancy” are disturbing but in need of more
istorical context. Nevertheless, Private Empire would undoubtedly benefit teachers
nd students alike as we grapple with the consequences of petroleum and the increasing
ower of corporate rather than state actors. It would be a fine addition to any survey of
nvironmental, global, or business history.

mited States Military Academy Stuart Peebles
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History Project. Gleijeses reports he collected approximately 15,000 pages of Cuban
documents for Visions of Freedom; however, as of October 15, 2014, only 164
documents in the Cuba and Southern Africa collection appear on the website.'

The potential issues with his sources aside, Gleijeses delivers another installment
of Cuban foreign relations history in Africa with remarkable success. Gleijeses is an
excellent writer and researcher and it shows in his work. Any undergrad or graduate
student would be well served to read Visions of Freedom to gain a broader
understanding of the role of Cuba in the Cold War. There is no disputing Cuba’s
deployment of tens of thousands of its troops to another continent; its involvement in
the Angolan war gained Cuba membership in a very small number of countries that have
projected military power onto another continent. Effective study of the Cold War must
include the role of such influential Third World nations as Cuba.

United States Military Academy Erik M. Davis

Richard H. Immerman. The Hidden Hand: A Brief History of the CIA. Malden,
MA: John Wiley & Sons, 2014, Notes. Bibliography. Index. Pp. xv, 248, Paper,
$34.95; ISBN 978-1-4443-5137-8.

The author of a well-regarded study of the 1954 CIA-orchestrated coup in
Guatemala, as well as several books on U.S. foreign policy, Richard Immerman also
took an eighteen-month break from teaching at Temple University to serve as assistant
deputy director of intelligence for analytic integrity and standards and analytic
ombudsman for the Office of the Director of National Intelligence. This unique
opportunity undoubtedly yielded substantial insight into the CIA’s workings as he
crafted this book.

Interest in the CIA, fueled by media coverage and several recent television shows
and movies, has probably never been higher. As Immerman notes, most people
“perceive the CIA as a nest of spies and clandestine operators,” but it was “established
for the express purpose of intelligence analysis and dissemination.” Immerman argues
this mission was “sacrificed to a misguided emphasis on covert and paramilitary
projects.” Much of the CIA’s history revolves around this tension between intelligence
gathering and analysis and covert and paramilitary operations. Emphasis on the latter
pair, Immerman suggests, continually hindered the agency’s primary mission.

Immerman provides an even-handed analysis, praising the CIA forits intelligence
and operational successes, while analyzing its failures in detail. He criticizes the often

'Wilson Center Digital Archive, International History Declassified, “Cuba and Southern Africa,” Cold
War International History Project, http://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/collection/173/cuba-and-
southern-africa/ (accessed October 15, 2014).
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