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ichés. You know what I mean: those trite phrases that we use to make
clear or as plain as the nose on our face. We all fall victim and often
val trap that we had hoped to avoid. I often remind my students in “tips
at they should avoid clichés like the plague. But sometimes old and
s work well for us. For me, this is one of those moments when clichés
dly “it ain’t over till it’s over,” “every dark cloud has a silver lining,” and
his together.”

:1n 2015, as we put the finishing touches on the fall issue in Volume 40
listory, which will be my final issue as Editor, I look back with great
nes and the people and the places that this professional adventure has
. the places you’ll go!” to quote from Dr. Seuss is a line that comes to
the late Philip Rulon of Northern Arizona and Loren Pennington of
Jniversity asked me in the spring of 1974 to join them in founding a new
ty education, I jumped to accept the kind of challenge that seldom comes
ing historian and teacher. But I was young and eager and confident that
vork of editing Teaching History: A Journal of Methods. 1 knew from
nt that I would have great counsel and support from Phil and Loren.'

-, we three founders created a larger team, starting in the spring of 1975,
carefully measured steps, convinced (in our hearts if not our heads) that
o start and build a professional journal that could make a difference in
:areers of other teaching historians just like us—could succeed and
.gh journal world. In that first year, we brought together eleven young
:n with promise: To start, Ronald Butchart then at SUNY Cortland
r first book review editor, and he quickly became my “number two” on
:am and a good friend to this day. Marsha Frey of Kansas State
Bullitt Lowry of the University of North Texas, among others, also said
ritations to join the team. To add some experience, Phil Rulon agreed
: Board of Editors, a spot he held for almost four decades until his
1g in 2014. Loren Pennington volunteered to direct the journal’s

about the early days of the journal, see Stephen Kneeshaw, “A History of Teaching
is in the Classroom, or Clio Down But Not Out,” Teaching History, 1 (Spring 1976),
neeshaw, “Teaching History after Five Years,” Teaching History, 6 (Spring 1981),












Teaching History in Transition 71

tion every spring and fall, and more. In that tradition of banding together, four
:losest friends and longtime members of the Board of Editors will retire from
ng History withme. Allbut one of them already have retired from teaching and
stration, but at my request they stayed active with the journal until this moment
hand. Ronald Butchart of the University of Georgia, Marsha Frey of Kansas
“alvin Allen, Jr., of Shenandoah University (once a history colleague at College
)zarks), and Roger Malfait of North Kitsap High School in Washington (a friend
ar college days together) will join me in retirement from the journal as we close
fortieth year of Teaching History.® Over many years, they all have given the
great service and me great counsel as we built up Teaching History from a
ea to become reality. To them and to all of the other men and women who have
with me for so many years, I say “thank you.”
‘eaching History also stands out in quality for its corps of authors, reviewers,
ders who make the work of Editors and Book Review Editors a pleasurable part
professional careers. Our authors have run a wide spectrum of academic
s and levels, but almost to a one they have worked closely and graciously with
ditor, accepting suggestions for revisions without much hesitation and making
s within the time frames that I have suggested. Book reviewers also have met
es set by the BRE, helping us stay on schedule for publication in the spring and

lo professional journal can survive without an audience of readers and
rers who appreciate the time and energy that our leadership and editorial teams
to Teaching History. We have given our readers old standards for their
yms—two examples come quickly to mind: the continuing value of the lecture
and the power of films to illustrate key points we want to make in our
ms. But we also have stepped into new territories as times and technologies
—for example, essays on both board and electronic gaming in the classroom
peared in the journal as has discussion of online instruction. As evidence, this
6 issue will deliver some new and some traditional thoughts about teaching in
" To all of these groups who have contributed to Teaching History, we also
yur gratitude and our promise to continue to do our best work for you.
inally, it is time for my “over ... and out!” On January 1, 2016, Teaching
will experience the biggest changes in its history. Sarah Drake Brown of Ball
11 take the lead as Editor and Richard Hughes of Illinois State will become
eview Editor. I have great confidence that under their direction Teaching

Frey, and I are the last three of the original start-up group for Teaching History. It seems
: we all should retire from the journal together.

> full list of essays we have published over four decades, check out our website at
v.emporia.edu/~teaching-history/.






