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Michelle Miller. Minds Online: Teaching Effectively with Technology. Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 2015. Pp.296. Cloth, $27.95; ISBN 978-0-674-36824-8.

Digital technology permeates today’s college classrooms, both physical and
virtual. Economics, student demand, and the availability of new technologies, among
other things, have led to the dizzying pace of change in the field of teaching with
technology. Those of us on the ground, the faculty who are urged to use these
technologies, are often left wondering how to do so effectively, and, more
fundamentally, asking if they even work. In Minds Online: Teaching Effectively with
Technology, Michelle Miller, Co-Director of the First Year Learning initiative and
Professor of Psychology at Northern Arizona University, provides some answers to
these questions, drawing from research in neuroscience and cognitive psychology. The
book emphasizes the unprecedented potential of contemporary instructional technology
to “align our teaching with the way the mind works.” As such, it successfully marries
the theoretical framework of learning research with practical examples of how online
teaching tools can improve learning for all students.

Miller starts by examining the trends that have led to the explosion of interest in
teaching and learning with technology. While they have to do with economic and
organizational shifts in higher education, these trends provide an important context for
the investigation of best practices for teaching with technology. It is clear that online
learning is here to stay, even if most faculty continue to have doubts about its value and
legitimacy. “In some fundamental ways, good teaching is the same in every modality,”
Miller replies. She provides a useful overview of best practices that apply to both face-
to-face and online situations. More important, she addresses the concerns that many
have about the quality of online learning, specifically the much-publicized issue of
cheating. The conclusion: Empirical evidence indicates that concerns over cheating in

ment might be overstated and that quality online experiences are
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in how students learn about democracy and their roles as engaged members of a
democratic society.” Through the 7 C’s, the authors guide the reader in an engaging and
interesting read throughout the text. The chapters are research-based, including
practical applications and commentary from university interns as they experience
implementing the 7 C’s of democratic teaching. Each chapter includes a definition of
the “C” being discussed, followed by an in-depth discussion of research to build a
foundation of the “C.” The practical applications follow with examples of how to
implement the “C” into elementary and secondary classrooms. The most important
section of each chapter is the voices of student interns. This section of the chapter gives
insight to implementation, including successes, failures, revelations, and frustrations of
real life teaching. These voices are not altered, but reveal to the reader that
implementation takes planning and reflection though trial and error. It outlines
university student interns’ processes so that the reader can use, adjust, and learn from
an intern’s experience. At the end of a chapter, the authors give a brief wrap up of the
main points as a conclusion. After discussing all ofthe 7 C’s, the authors conclude with
the chapter titled “Building Democratic Spaces for Teaching and Learning.” This
chapter reminds the reader that implementing democracy into the classroom as a
teaching methodology is a daily task. Teaching elementary and secondary students to
do democracy can change classrooms and produce active and engaging citizens. The
concluding chapter uses the university student interns’ experiences to show how
teachers can implement this methodology into social studies classrooms and also to
show how important it is to commit to this type of teaching.

This text is an excellent example of real life teaching, with a nice balance of
research, practicality, and real teaching voices inside a classroom implementing the 7
C’s. Through the implementation of the 7 C’s, the interns allow for students to gain
more autonomy and engage in a student-centered classroom. While implementing the
7 C’s into their classroom, student interns wrote honest and candid observations about
their experience. Through the lens of the student intern, a practicing teacher can use the
examples as a framework for their classes. This text should be used at the university
level in methods courses and social studies professional development meetings to
further democratic teaching in the classrooms. I highly recommend this text to intern
student teachers, university methods professors, and practicing teachers to implement
the 7 C’s to allow students to do democracy and stop just listening about democracy.

University of Central Missouri Star Nance
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in an ever-changing complex interactive relationship of co-evolution. In this sense,
human-made nature preserves are just as unnatural as the process of urbanization.

These themes cross over into political environmental history, which is the third
approach of this text. This approach looks at how different political entities, often the
nation-state, attempt to regulate human impact on the environment and address
competition over the access to nature. For example, Mark Elvin and Douglas R.
Wiener’s chapters on China and Russia show how political leaders tend to subordinate
environmental considerations to their more immediate political and economic concerns.
This often results in policies that transform the environment in ways that lead to dire
ecological, economic, and political consequences for both the state in question and
humanity at large.

Finally, McNeill and Roe make a strong case for adopting a global approach to
environmental history. This is well exemplified by their inclusion of Alfred Crosby’s
essay on “Ecological Imperialism” and Donald Kennedy and Marjorie Lucks’ chapter
on “Rubber, Blight, and Mosquitoes.” Both essays illustrate the complicated process
through which various biota are transplanted from one region of the world to another
through an imperial ecology in the former case and economic ecology in the latter.
Without taking a global approach, it would be difficult to explain, for instance, how the
Asian tiger mosquito ended up in Houston, Texas.

In closing, Global Environmental History is a valuable introductory text that has
much to offer historians of various fields. It can be used as an introductory textbook for
an undergraduate or graduate level course in environmental history or as a supplement
to an existing course on regional and global history. Perhaps the only drawback is the
lack of an annotated bibliography for further exploration. Nevertheless, McNeill and
Roe succeed in putting together an exceptional work on environmental history.

United States Military Academy, West Point Jason Halub

David C. Mengel and Lisa Wolverton, editors. Christianity and Culture in the
Middle Ages: Essays to Honor John Van Engen. Notre Dame, IN: University of
Notre Dame Press, 2015. Pp. 522. Cloth, 468.00; ISBN 978-0-268-03533-4.

This fascinating volume of eighteen essays is a fitting tribute to the wide-ranging
scholarship of John Van Engen, produced over the course of almost four decades in his
field. The various contributors, who include both colleagues and former students, have
sought to honor Van Engen’s career by “mirroring topics and approaches that have
characterized his scholarship” and the skills he modeled, “exploring the archives,
reading texts sensitively, identifying larger themes, and refusir~ +~ frwnn fhn neridomne
into received historical categories.” The extent of his influence
chronological, geographical, and thematic scope of this colleci
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This excellent collection of essays clearly demonstrates John Van Engen’s
influence on several generations of students and colleagues. This volume contains
significant contributions by both established scholars and promising new voices. Its
chronological, geographical, and thematic range, and the consistent quality of the
individual studies, means that anyone interested in the medieval period will find
something of value in this book.

College of the Ozarks Brad Purdue

Fred Kaplan. John Quincy Adams: American Visionary. New York:
HarperCollins Publishers, 2014. Cloth, $29.95; ISBN 0061915416.

Presidential biographies often concentrate on what the man did when occupying
the White House, or discussing military expeditions and victories that led him to the
highest office in the land. But Fred Kaplan has portrayed the sixth president of the
United States as a statesman and man of letters whose importance to American
development and prosperity was evident throughout his life, from boyhood service as
his father’s diplomatic secretary in the 1780s to his time of service as the sage
Congressional elder of the 1840s.

The methodology used for this book’s presentation leads the reader to discover
just how much of a contribution the younger Adams gave to the early nineteenth
century’s American ideal. Adams’s service as a diplomat to a half dozen nations of
Europe and the subsequent treaty negotiations and signings alone make him important,
but much of our foreign policy in regard to France and Spain, as well as Holland and
Great Britain, owed to the tireless efforts of a man who played a major part in our
nation’s history from the American Revolution through to the end of the Mexican War.

Drawing from a voluminous collection of letters to and from Adams, Kaplan takes
the reader on a journey of the mind put into practice, exploring the writings political and
otherwise that give us a picture of this one man as a driving force in the New England
intellectual movement of the first half of the nineteenth century. Adams came from
good stock, as is evidenced by the writings from both of his parents that gave direction
and a firm foundation for the younger man’s education and upbringing in Massachusetts
and France, which also provided him with the basis for a writing career that alone could
make Adams famous in our own time. But given his family connections, it comes as no
surprise to the reader that he chose to follow in his father’s footsteps and take on the
mantle of public service while still expressing himself through verse and prose. The
citation of his writings altogether paint Adams as one of our most intellectual and
smartest presidents, perhaps even surpassing the popular Thomas Jefferson in breadth
and depth of knowledge, writings, and understanding. As Kaplan points out, even
Jefferson himself thought John Quincy Adams a cerebral force to be reckoned with.
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petroleum interests; an arena in which America could flex its military might to preserve
its foreign interests; and, ultimately a lesson that twentieth-century models of nation-
building were outmoded and unsuitable to the unyielding polities of both neo-
conservatism and neoliberalism. In short, American successes and failures in Iraq
reveal the nation’s increasing inability to forge successful “high policy” malleable
enough to manage the changing nature of nationalism and national identity in the
twenty-first century.

The book is divided into chronological chapters split to include an analytical
essay and each year’s most relevant primary sources. The overarching goal is to offer
both context and analysis so that the reader is able to discern military strategy and
geopolitical maneuvering from popular perceptions of American-Iraqi interactions. One
such example is in the 1992 election when George H.W. Bush’s cautionary strategy to
=wnn~ee ~eobility in Iraq at the end of Operation Desert Storm led to the American

ng characterized as weak and indecisive, contributing in part to his defeat.
ocuments demonstrate, Bush’s policies were the most prudent course of
in wake of post-Vietnam America, anything short of the toppling of the
ddam Hussein was viewed as failure. Documents contained within show
visioned the 1991 Gulf War as a way to ameliorate the long-lasting effects
m War, including ticker-tape parades for returning soldiers and a renascent
ose of Americans. Indeed, veterans got their ticker-tape parades, but, as
s, there was “no symbolic Iraqi surrender” and was “indeed like America’s
wars in Korea and Vietnam.” As such, this book demonstrates the manner
served as a surrogate through which American military and foreign policy
ied and, in many ways, reinvigorated through action in Iraqg.
m’s work has a clear and direct pedagogical focus as evidenced by the
uestions for consideration at the end of each of the book’s 38 primary
ilitating its classroom value, Brigham has included a section of dramatis
ronologies, and maps of Iraq relevant to the period, including a valuable
on of the shifting demographic nature of Baghdad in the years 2006-2007.
»ook will undoubtedly provide students the proper historical context to
tter that is still relevant and undoubtedly rife with partisan leanings.
nines the so-called “surge” of 20062007 from inception in intellectual
as well as reflective of the public perception of the war—to its eventual
1 foundational aspect of American military strategy. This analysis
discussion of political and media representation of the “surge,” which has
lemonstrating the oftentimes shallow politicization of the war on both the
t. What results is a modeling of the importance of the role of the
at of the bulwark against the reductionist and oftentimes shallow analysis






Book Reviews 127

Another strength of Dictatorship in South America is the attention paid to the
political and economic agendas of the military regimes themselves. Davila explains
how the military regimes sought to revolutionize their countries. He presents the
dictators as responding to trends in Latin America and around the world dating back to
the Cuban Revolution. They were seeking to advance the economic positions of their
nations through bold capitalist initiatives and systematically eradicating opposition
through violence. They were responding to the radicalism of the left in the 1960s with
an equally vibrant vision of change from the right.

In the end, their economic policies failed to solve the systematic economic
problems facing their countries and their egregious human rights violations sowed
discontent at home and disdain abroad. Here too, in the collapse of these dictatorships
and their nations’ gradual transition back to democracy and civilianrule, the classroom
teacher has ample opportunities to take Davila’s contents and expand upon them. The
debt crisis that gripped the subject countries, for example, also impacts much of Latin
America and provides multiple points of comparison with other nations. Similarly,
many countries had poor human rights records during the Cold War. The transition to
democracy narrative, too, could prove a useful point of departure for discussions of
other countries undergoing similar though obviously less extreme democratic openings
in the same period.

One small piece of Davila’s narrative serves as a transition to the second text
under discussion here. In his analysis of the waning days of the Argentine dictatorship,
Davila introduces readers to the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo. These mothers of
disappeared persons began a peaceful protest against the regime that ultimately
contributed to its demise. These women privileged traditional gender roles and created
a powerful critique of the regime. Through their movement, we can see the centrality
of gender and family to the course of history. That centrality is the core premise of Erin
E. O’Connor’s Mothers Making Latin America: Gender, Households, and Politics Since
1825.

O’Connor, too, takes up the topic of the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo and
actually opens her book with the discussion of the politicization of one of them.
O’Connor uses this woman’s story to illustrate the utility of exploring Latin American
women’s history through the lens of motherhood. One thing that readily becomes
apparent is that while women’s roles and opportunities have changed dramatically since
1825, the trajectory, pace, and implications of those changes have been far from
consistent. O’Connor makes clear that any treatment of the historical evolution of
motherhood in Latin America must take race and class closely into account. The myriad
intersections of gender, race, class, politics, and economics O’Connor discusses make
it clear that women had a vital role to play in the forging of new nations after
independence and have helped to shape the histories of those nations ever since.

O’Connor approaches her subject by introducing the reader to a few women at the
beginning of each chapter whose lived experiences are relevant to the themes at hand.
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