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d been an immigrant at Ellis Island during 1892 to 1924, what would
fyou had been granted clearance to enter America while your daughter
was the situation faced by Carmela Caruso, whose daughter, Carmela
»een barred admittance to America on the grounds that the young girl
1e and contagious disease.” Through a document-based activity that
“documents, including photographs, students can explore the true case
irnino to learn about immigration on Ellis Island, connecting this case
- themes and issues in United States history and society." This activity
:nts to develop their skills analyzing primary source documents,
tten information, making inferences, and drawing conclusions.?

feature of this primary source activity is its focus on a single teenage
e always been of the opinion that people of the past are essentially the
ple of the present, I thought that if students examined the history of a
r own age to explore issues in United States history, it would rouse in
egree of connection and empathy for the past.’ The perception that it
ents to imagine a situation from the point of view of someone else their
y enabling them to better relate with “characters” in a historical drama,
self. Historical trade fiction, which is a popular way to incorporate
the elementary level, often presents tales of the past from the point of

d in this activity, most of which have never been published before, were collected
tion in “Ellis Isiand and Immigration to America, 1892-1924,” a National
Humanities Landmarks of American History Workshop for Teachers, run by Save

The full text for the first document, the 1891 Immigration Act, can be found at:
u/guides/USimmigration/1891_immigration_act.html. The documents relating to
ind other immigrants treated at the Ellis Island immigrant hospital can be found in
'ublic Health Service, General Immigration Files, and the General Records of the
r at the National Archives.
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of this lesson, students should be able to

»f the reasons behind U.S. immigration policy in the early twentieth

> effects U.S. immigration policy had on potential immigrants;
ydraw conclusions about some of the effects U.S. immigration policy
Jnited States;

bilities to read, analyze, and interpret primary source documents;
ns and inferences from primary source documents.
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ch this Lesson

ent-based activity should be used within a larger unit on immigration
ites during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries to
1t and further develop students’ ability to read and analyze primary
. You should make copies of the document activity sheets (located
irticle) for each student. These document activity sheets, ready for
itain the background information necessary for the students to draw
terpretations from the documents, the documents themselves, and a
to guide the students in reading and analyzing the documents.

t also wish to incorporate the Ellis Island website
land.org/) into the lesson, before or during the suggested activity.
s passenger search feature, you or the students can look up the ship
r Carmela Saturnino (she is listed as Carmela Saturnini). There is
whether her last name was “Saturnino” or “Saturnini”—U.S. official
ily use both spellings. She lived in Benevento, Italy, departed from
1at Ellis Island with her mother and siblings on December 16, 1916,
»e Verdi. Both a copy of the original ship manifest and a photograph
rde are available through the passenger search. If you decide to use
tis important to note that while Saturnino’s siblings are identified as
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end the lesson, you might have students look at additional documents based
Jes and immigration policy from this period to demonstrate to students that
'armela Saturnino was not an isolated incident, but rather one example of
sue. Another extension activity is to explore what actually happened to
vhose admittance to the U.S. was rejected. Shipping companies were held
zventually for the return voyage of the rejected immigrants who secured
1eir vessels. A lesson could be constructed using the following questions:
juences do you think this policy had on shipping companies’ willingness to
ial immigrants to the U.S.? In effect, who became responsible for
immigrants? Are there any similarities today?

ymy eight years as a high school teacher, this was one of the most effective
ce activities [ ever used. I taught this activity to three classes per year for
ach time, my students responded well to the focus on one teenager’s ordeal
piecing together her story from documentary fragments. I taught in an
district in the Northeast, where roughly 1/3 of my students had ancestors
hrough Ellis Island, which was also within field trip distance. For another
its, however, the immigration experience was much more immediate. I
rincorporated activities within my unit on early nineteenth- and twentieth-
gration that connected past immigration to the present, using contemporary
enhance historical understanding. While students might proclaim a
r learning about the present, contemporary examples alone do not help
elop historical (or long-term) thinking skills; they must be used in
with activities like this one.
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Information: On December 16, 1916, Carmela Saturnino arrived at Ellis
1er mother Carmela Caruso (married Italian women kept their maiden
blings aboard the Giuseppe Verdi. They, like many other immigrants, left
1d to seek new lives in America. Between 1892 and 1954, twelve million
ntered the United States through the federal government’s processing
is Island, most between 1892 and 1924. This unprecedented influx, part












