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By June 6, 1820, the eighty-year-old Greene had submitted the necessary
inventory of his possessions and never lost his pension. His property consisted of, he
said, “One acre of land in Cranston [Rhode Island], and a very old house thereon, 4
chairs very old, some knives and forks and 1 table.” Further, he was “so old as to be
unable to work.” He was twice widowed and had no children to help support him. He
died at the age of 86 in September 1826.

Cato Greene’s fascinating pension application is contained within the holdings
of the National Archives. In addition to describing his property, his 1820 affidavit also
provides biographical detail of his life in Africa and subsequent enslay~~~=* T7~ -*-*-1
that “he was a native of Guinea [in west Africa] and brought to this co
a slave” in Rhode Island. He was enslaved by William Greene, go
Island from 1778 to 1786. After years of enslavement, Cato Greene
regarding his motivation for enlisting in the Continental Army. Du
stated, “he enlisted to obtain his freedom.””*

Since Greene was enslaved, enlisting became an option only
Island General Assembly passed a slave enlistment law in February 17
Throughout the Revolution, there had been significant disagreements ai
regarding the enlistment of free blacks or slaves. For example, R
excluded blacks from service prior to the February 1778 law. Hc
manpower needs briefly overcame this bias.” Rhode Island, due to Br
of Newport and a large portion of the rest of the state, coul
congressionally-assigned enlistment quota. For a majority of the Rhod
Assembly, allowing slaves to serve as soldiers seemed to offer a solt
enlistment law stated, “Whereas, for the preservation of the rights an
United States, it is necessary that the whole powers of government shor
recruiting Continental battalions ... [i]t is voted and resolved, that ev
negro, mulatto, or Indian man slave in this state, may enlist ... to s
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result. Cited in Will Graves, “Pension Acts: An Overview of Revolutionary War Pens
Land Legislation and the Southern Campaign Pension Transcription Project” at http:/)
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3See “Pension Affidavit of Cato Greene, 06/06/1820,” http://research.archives.gov/des
“Ibid.

*Michael Lee Lanning, African Americans in the Revolutionary War (New York: Cita
73-81.









