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-errupted him and he left. Other Jews lost jobs and property as Germans forced them
-0 labor. Some Jews were made to build the ten-foot walls topped with barbed wire
d broken glass that imprisoned them inside their ghetto. Sam Nussbaum tells of
ighboring Poles and Ukrainians fighting over his family’s furniture when they were
rced from their home. The Nazis killed those who resisted or fled the ghettos.
rcing the Jews themselves to administer each ghetto, the Germans appointed Jewish
yuncils that had to set up Jewish police forces to enforce German orders. The
uncils had to provide a specified number of workers daily for jobs like building roads
shoveling snow. When young June Feinsilver was caught trying to smuggle a pound
butter into one ghetto, she received twenty-five blows from a leather whip on her
re bottom from a Jewish policeman supervised by a German, but she refused to cry.
i regulations were tightened over time, Ida Loeffler’s brother-in-law was told that he
uld save his family if he joined the Jewish police, but when he learned what he would
ve to do while supervising deportations to concentration camps, he quit. Soon he was
ported to a “gas camp” where Jews were exterminated.

To survive, Jews tried to sell their belongings, but there were few buyers. Those
th money could buy food on the black market; others stole from their workplaces or
gged on the street. In the Warsaw ghetto, Jews got only eight percent of the food
ion for Germans and the quality was poor. They had inadequate sanitary facilities
d no soap or hot water, so diseases spread unchecked. There were no replacements
worn out shoes and clothes. After deportations began, some children became the
e supporters of their families by doing forced labor for starvation wages. One such
iorer was young Sam Sander who worked in the Bedzin ghetto. Another was Jack
indelbaum who worked as an electrician in Slawkow ghetto. In some ghettos Jews
seived different colored cards that identified their fate: blue for work, yellow for
aporary life, and pink for death. Bertha Gutovitz in Radom ghetto could not find
tk as a little girl, but her nine-year-old brother worked in a German hospital and
wred the food he got there. When total deportation began, her mother and sisters were
it to their deaths at Treblinka extermination camp. At this point witnesses report that
vs remaining in the ghettos suffered terror and killing for the simple amusement of
ir captors. One child saw her father shot to death in their doorway. Though
bidden, Jews in the ghettos arranged schools and religious services, cultural events,
1p kitchens, hospitals, and orphanages—all the while recording their experiences in
shibited poems, journals, diaries, and art. Some even organized armed resistance.

In the spring of 1942, Germans began to break up the ghettos and deport
vivors. Some went to work camps for forced labor, but most went to extermination
nps. Ida Loeffler saw children being thrown from second-story windows into open
cks as blood covered the ground. Jack Mandelbaum reported that in his ghetto the
zis herded all the people into a walled brewery and then an officer selected their fate

sending them to the right or left, for temporary survival as slave labor or for
ermination. Mandelbaum, whose valued work skills saved his life, never saw his
1ly again.
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percent of them Jews, including 200,000 children. Not discussed in this video series
are the 500,000 Roma (Gypsies) and thousands from other groups the Nazis killed, such
as Jehovah’s witnesses, homosexuals, the disabled, the mentally retarded, and others.

The fourth DVD in the Holocaust series, In Hiding, tells the stories of the Jews
who survived the Holocaust by doing just that, even though the DVD states that less
‘han 0.5 percent of the population ran the great risk to help or hide Jews. Jews in the
Netherlands comprised less than one percent of the population and were well integrated
nto society. When the Germans invaded in May 1940, they removed Jews from their
srofessions, schools, homes, and public places. Then the Nazis required Jews to wear
‘he Star of David on their clothing, and from 1942 to 1944 rounded them up and sent
hem to transit camps like Westerbork, where they awaited the rail journey to
soncentration camps and death camps. A very high percentage of Dutch Jews, seventy-
ive percent, were killed.

Some 24,000 Jews in the Netherlands hid from the Nazis. Families like that of the
well known Anne Frank were actively involved in their own hiding by creating a secret
wnex in their building. Another was the family of Ralph Berets, who was then a
oddler. They got help from the Dutch underground, and they were lucky to have
noney, which proved helpful. His father had made plans to go into hiding and followed
syuidelines from their synagogue. For six months they stayed in a Christian friend’s
sottage until the family told them to leave because the Germans were coming. They
led in a storm and survived in a ditch because the weather was so bad. The Germans
urned down the cottage and left. The next morning they found that one of the sons of
he host family had betrayed them and the others had killed him. Then the family
ieparated and moved to the next hiding place. Ralph’s mother bleached his hair and
:arried him on the back of a bicycle as they searched for food and shelter. For a while
hey hid on top of an ice cream store and ate there every day. When Germans came to
ook for them, the family had advanced warning and hid in the rafters. They were
1Imost discovered when his mother could not stop releasing some urine, but when the
jermans found a cat to blame, they left. Some of their hiders wanted to buy the
‘hildren, but the parents refused. For the last three years, the family hid in a small
‘hicken coop with other people. It was so crowded that they had to sleep in shifts, and
vhen planes flew over they hid in a bunker with fifty other people. After one attack
hey found a hand grenade that had not exploded on the floor.

Margalith Clarenberg was in Utrecht. She was about to be sent to Poland when
. surgeon told her how to fake appendicitis, and she went to a hospital to have her
ppendix removed instead. After another notice of impending deportation, her family
vent into hiding in the home of an English woman whose husband and son were already
n a concentration camp. Margalith worked long hours in a boarding house for potato
reelings to eat. The Germans took away her aunt and uncle. Later she hid in another
wouse and cared for the child there. After she was reunited with her parents, the
nderground warned them to hide again, so they hid under the straw with the mice in
.barn. During the infamous Hunger Winter, when many Dutch citizens subsisted on
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f trains filled with corpses. Witness Omar Whitsell saw bodies in railcars
people who were just skin and bones jammed in like sardines. Most were
few were alive, including many children, though they looked like skeletons.
soldiers gave them what food they had. One prisoner, who weighed eighty
»ke up with an IV in his arm in a British hospital. Another liberated prisoner
1an American officer and ate lots of pancakes and his first fried chicken to
strength. Unfortunately, many of his fellow prisoners were too weak to
d others wondered about their futures in a chaotic Europe.
ation was confusing for prisoners. With many others, mostly non-Jews,
ssman began walking to Warsaw, where, still wearing her filthy camp
1e got a train to Krakov and on to Budapest. Jack Mandelbaum and other
oon discovered that only a few from their large families had survived the
Many liberated Jewish prisoners did not know what to do. Transportation
1t for them, and they did not know where to go. Why should they go back
Some wanted to go to the United States. Many Jews were classified as
Persons, but they called themselves the Surviving Remnant for the future.
returned to Eastern Europe met a hostile reception from those to whom they
their property when they left. Soon Eastern Europe was governed by
ts anyway, and many Jews fled west to DP camps run by the UN and later
1 Jewish organizations.
of the Jewish DPs were young people from Eastern Europe between
id twenty-five and without families. After all they had been through, they
to start their lives over again with education and jobs, with new friends and
’s. One witness reports that three brothers all got married at the same time.
te among these Jews was high. The largest number of these people wanted
Britain or Palestine. According to the DVD, two-thirds of them moved to
antry of Israel after its founding in 1948. Many others wanted to go to the
L tried to stop DP immigrants until President Harry Truman asked Congress
ome 400,000 arrived in the U.S., including 137,000 Jews, many landing in
They made new lives in the U.S. Some, like the survivors who told their
iis series of DVDs, decided to go to the very middle of the U.S., to Kansas
couple of camp survivors had five hundred people arrive unexpectedly at
ng. All these new arrivals were pleased to be free and to become citizens.
story teachers should thank these survivors and MCHE for sharing their
1es with those of'us who did not experience the suffering they did. In doing
ve assured that future generations will learn what happened to them and
t. I urge history teachers to show this series to their students, and I urge
groups to share them with their members. Making their stories more widely
e best way to respond to those who deny that the Holocaust ever happened.




