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revision. A glossary identifies acronyms and defines terms. References are provided
for each case, and a bibliography offers additional sources for further investigation.

Controversy is integral to the field, as exhibited in the debate over the authenticity
of the Shroud of Turin—despite evidence from carbon-14 dating—and the assassination
of John F. Kennedy—despite neutron activation analysis proving that the bullet
fragments in Kennedy’s head came from two bullets fired by the rifle of Lee Harvey
Oswald and that no other bullets have been found. Williams is a helpful guide to the
work of the specialists. DNA fingerprinting, for example, has made it definitive that
Joseph Mengele, the Nazi doctor known as the “Angel of Death,” was buried in Brazil;
that the entire Romanov family, killed in 1917, including Anastasia, was discovered
buried in the woods outside Ekaterineburg, Russia; and that a Jetferson male, although
not necessarily Thomas, fathered children by his slave, Sally Hemings.

We learn that experts make mistakes, always worth remembering, among the most
notable being eminent British historian Hugh Trevor-Roper’s authenticating “Hitler’s
Diaries,” in 1983, which were soon thereafter revealed—through the use of fluorescent
light—to be forged.

There is a sense of mystery and discovery that courses its way through the cases,
helping to make the reading compelling. In fact, this is a near-perfect little book to
introduce students and teachers to this relatively new and exciting field of forensic
history; it simplifies a complex subject without dumbing it down.

California State University, San Bernardino Robert Blackey

E. Ann Matter and Lesley Smith. From Knowledge to Beatitude: St. Victor,
Twelfth-Century Scholars, and Beyond. Essays in Honor of Grover A. Zinn, Jr.
Notre Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press. Pp. 448. Cloth, $75.00; ISBN
978-0268035280.

From Knowledge to Beatitude is a collection of essays concentrating on Christian
theology and spirituality in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, in honor of the medieval
scholar, Grover A. Zinn, Jr. The essays, written by medieval scholars from various
fields, are models for research methodologies in the fields of medieval or art history,
exegesis, theology, or philosophy. These essays might be better suited for the graduate
or doctoral-level student. Materials, themes, and individuals studied are connected to
the Parisian School of St. Victor and range from the complicated examination of
exegetical drawing for explanation and Glossed Bibles to medieval interpretations of
scripture, thinking and living according to wisdom, preaching, female spiritual
influences, and views on returning crusaders.

From Knowledge to Beatitude is of interest to current scholars attracted to
Victorine spirituality and theology, as well as upper-division students seeking a
generalized overview of the medieval connection between spirituality and biblical
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tion campaigns that magnified French perceptions of their technological and
inferiority.

1R. Jones discusses how Nicholas IT and Josef Stalin promoted airpower and
echnical development of Russian and Soviet bombers. Two essays explore
wer. Jeffery S. Underwood discusses how American presidents have
airpower and highlights Roosevelt and Truman who made airpower the
2 of prosecuting World War II and the Cold War. Douglas V. Smith and
oleman discuss the much less studied topic of how U.S. presidents have
aircraft carriers as an instrument of statecraft.

2w S. Erickson’s essay on the Peoples Republic of China is particularly
Tracing the development of Chinese airpower from the Korean War and
aits crises to the recent evacuation of 35,000 Chinese civilians from Libya
iracy patrols in the Gulf of Aden, Erickson’s essay provides a detailed
‘bureaucratic and technical development and explores the future of Chinese

nded in cutting edge technology, airpower’s psychological effects and ability
renemies and strike from great distances make it a favored tool of statecraft.
Parillo’s conclusion that “airpower has succeeded sea power as the ideal
for a national projection of power” is a tad triumphalist. These essays
1e important role of airpower for reconnaissance, deterrence, and combat, but
s shortcomings. Several of the essays would make good classroom readings
ok as a whole would be useful for a course on aviation or airpower history.
tion to second-tier powers would have improved this collection. Airpower
| a critical role in Israeli national security and therefore merits serious
on. Greater discussion of airpower in the Middle East and the Indian
nt would also have been welcome.

of Memphis Stephen K. Stein

rath and Kathleen Callanan Martin. The Modernization of the Western
‘ociety Transformed. London and Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe Inc., 2013.
’aper, $29.95; ISBN 978-0765639486.

McGrath and Kathleen Callanan Martin have produced an interesting new
e concept of modernization in the history of the Western World entitled The
tion of the Western World: A Society Transformed. This work consists of
twenty essays on European history from the Middle Ages to the late
entury by McGrath, Martin, and several other authors who have an affiliation
sllege of General Studies at Boston University. The authors come from a
cademic fields, but the focus of this work is on social science methodology.
vo chapters emphasize the importance of modernization and social change
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- environmental history as a field needs MENA, as well as why the study of
« needs environmental history.

tate University Jack Seitz

A. Hewitt and Steven F. Lawson. Exploring American Histories: A Brief
» with Sources. Combined Volume. Boston and New York: Bedford/St.
1’s, 2013. Pp. 1184. Paper, $82.95; ISBN 978-0-312-40998-2.

xploring American Histories couples the traditional narrative with abundant
y sources. The focus is on the individual, through whom the authors forge links
alture, economics, and politics. Throughout the text, the authors encourage
; to find meaning in a multiplicity of perspectives about individuals and events.
thors emphasize that the past is a composite of many stories and accordingly
‘hat American history contains a number of histories. Exploring American
‘es reflects the maturation of historical scholarship, which no longer focuses
vely on elite white men, but now includes women and many ethnicities and
though some biologists have cautioned that race is no longer an appropriate
-y in which to place humans.
he contents range from 16,000 BCE to the present. The reader encounters
r developments, crises, and events: sectionalism and the Civil War,
ialization and labor history, urbanization, the Great Depression and New Deal,
War I1, the Cold War, liberalism and the counterculture, and the more recent rise
iervatism. The text begins with a brief introduction that focuses on the lives of
wierindians, whose settlements predated the arrival of Europeans by millennia.
roduction concentrates on the slave trade in Mesoamerica, an important strand
ditional U.S. history textbooks too often ignore. In this context the authors
the experiences of a girl sold into slavery, a focus that accentuates the
ance of gender and coerced labor.
he authors then turn to the question of when humans migrated to the Americas,
lates between 16,000 and 14,000 BCE. It is worth noting, however, that some
rologists favor a date as distant as 40,000 years ago, while others select a date
:nt as 10,000 BCE. The authors rightly focus on the importance of the
bian Exchange. With the coming of Europeans intensive agriculture arose:
larly tobacco in Virginia and sugarcane in the Caribbean. The addition of cotton
3, along with tobacco and sugarcane, would fuel the growth of slavery dependent
ir from Africa. Within this context the authors treat agriculture insightfully.
he primary use of Exploring American Histories will be as a textbook, a purpose
chitis well suited. The instructor, eager to convey the layers of meaning about
it, should highlight the multiple primary sources in each chapter. These sources
be the greatest strength of Exploring American Histories and should help









