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a historical phenomenon” to “[demonstrating] to a reader how the existence of this
evidence would make the argument in question more likely to be true.” Pace’s essay
details his quest to help students develop these skills.

Ludvigsson’s essay, “Student Perceptions of History Fieldwork,” is rooted in the
results of the author’s studies about what most of us would call fieldtrips. His students’
reflections about their experiences, and particularly what they gained or did not gain
and why, offer insight into best practices. Of particular note, he found that fieldwork
was beneficial for helping students achieve objectives at the middle and upper levels
of the cognitive domain of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Peter Ericsson’s essay, “Spanning the Gulf,” details the challenges and successes
of designing case studies for use in history courses at Sweden’s Uppsala University.
While the case-method approach is not a novel pedagogy in the history classroom, the
author offers valuable insights and cautions into the implementation of a department-
wide program.

Finally, “Promoting Procedural Knowledge in History Education,” an essay
contributed by K.G. Hammarlund of Halmstad University in Sweden, offers
pedagogical tools for helping students develop skills required of good historians.

The reader seeking novel pedagogical approaches to history will find the volume
disappointing. While teaching tools are discussed at some length, the essays focus on
providing an apologetic for the scholarship of teaching and learning in history. The
most glaring and disappointing omission is a lack of discussion of the application of
technology in the history classroom. Although the conference from which the essays
are drawn took place in the same year that the iPad was introduced, the fact that the
authors ignored the use of computers in the classroom and did not address web-
enhanced learning is surprising. The greatest value of this collection is to prompt
further research and to make a case for the importance of the scholarship of teaching
and learning in history.

Geneva College Jeffrey S. Cole

Robert Blackey. History: Core Elements for Teaching and Learning. LaVergne,
TN: The Borgo Press, 2011. Pp. 256. Paper, $22.19; ISBN 978-1-4344-1229-4.

The introspective history professor who wants to consider time-tested ideas for
improving classroom lectures, writing assignments, and exams will appreciate much in
this short, accessible but patchy volume. Part reference guide, part professional
memoir, History mixes practical advice with anecdotes from forty years of teaching
European history at Cal State San Bernardino. Robert Blackey also draws upon his
time with the Educational Testing Service (ETS) for recommendations on carefully
constructing multiple-choice questions. Upfront about the book’s limitations, Blackey
makes no pretense about providing “magic formulas” or “everything about history
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The final two chapters reveal the “cross-sectarian” strains exacerbated by
onflict, Lebanese independence, Syrian occupation (1976-2005), Hezbollah,
non’s precarious relationship with Western powers since 1945.
terms of teaching, Lebanon would be quite a challenge for undergraduate
sut not because the book is too arduous in its own right. Rather, students
uld not have the background knowledge needed to fully appreciate and
tely place Lebanon’s religious and political history within the region. The

of maps, timeline, and glossary of terms certainly provides much needed
for readers, allowing for better comprehension of the rich content found
: text. However, certain key terms and figures are omitted from the glossary
aronite, Druze, Alawite, and Twelver Shia. An additional reference will still
ary to keep the many religious and political groups, family dynasties, and
ienclatures from becoming chaotic for the non-specialist student. For classes
ly studying the Muslim world, this synthesis will fit nicely—not only placing
banon within the eras of pre-Ottoman and Ottoman rule but also explaining
how its trajectory differs from other Middle Eastern countries since the
1 century. Students of religious studies will also benefit tremendously from
as Harris carefully traces the intricacies and intersections of history and
L a country imbued with both.

lall School; Belmont University Mary Ellen Pethel

Rosenberg, ed. A4 World Connecting: 1870-1945. Cambridge: Harvard
y Press, 2012. Pp. 1168. Cloth, $39.95; ISBN 978-0-674-04721-1.

ly S. Rosenberg, professor of history at the University of California, Irvine,
a sweeping, original collection of essays that comprise a compelling if
story of the world between 1870 and 1945, unusual in not having the
array of chapters that one expects of a world history, such as chapters on the
s and the Great Depression. Although the United States and Europe bulk
s study, it would not be fair to say that the focus is Eurocentric. It is rather
»al history.
book begins with Rosenberg’s invaluable introduction. In turn, each chapter
an equally helpful introduction. In her introduction, Rosenberg makes the
assertion that about 1870, as people became more mobile and technology—
railroad, automobile, telephone, telegraph, and airplane—shrank distance
here arose people who took delight in traveling the world. The date 1870
as a bit artificial. Darwin had traveled the world in the 1830s. Before
agellan and Cook undertook similar voyages.
book might have focused more tightly on rural life given the importance of
to this volume, particularly to chapter four, where rubber, cotton, wheat,
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se partisanship” in 2007, and the fourth following “a global economic crisis.” In
ostrecent edition, Jenkins includes prescient analysis of the roots of the economic
ion in the United States by examining the policy failures of the previous three
3s.
The book is organized by chronological chapters addressing seven distinct
s from 1492 to 2011. The narrative is fluid and analytical and succeeds in
ting an “overview of the major themes and patterns of American history.” It
be useful as a supplementary text to an introductory political science or U.S.
7 course. The book includes a broader historical context than most introductory
al science texts and would bridge narrative gaps for students taking only one
10f a U.S. history survey. A minor stylistic drawback is Jenkins’ inconsistent
1ce of Supreme Court cases. He refers variously to “McCulloch v. Maryland,”
y and Fergusen,” “Brown versus the Board of Education,” and “Griswold v
cticut.” A student taking an introductory course would benefit from the use of
srm format of Court citations.
While the fourth edition succeeds in presenting a compelling introductory
is of economic history from the 1980s, Jenkins’ narrative of foreign policy
pments since 2001 is less nuanced, other than an extended analysis of the
1g role of the State and the military-industrial complex. While Jenkins admits
e brevity of the book will result in the omission of some essential topics, his
\ policy narrative more often confuses rather than contributes to a better
tanding of the subject. As part of his narrative of post-September 11 events,
5 writes about an “extremist [who] killed 13 U.S. personnel at Fort Hood,” even
the on-going case of Army psychiatrist Nidal Hasan is just as likely the result
entally disturbed individual, as it is part of a “wave of Islamist plots on U.S.
1 another instance, Jenkins unconvincingly links the U.S. role in Libya in 2011
rative of intervention in Iraq and Afghanistan during the previous decade, while
to contextualize the Libyan intervention within the paradigm of the Arab Spring
thout noting the significant differences in the length and type of military
ment.
enkins, an expert on religion at Baylor University, dedicates more space to
1than other similar survey texts. At length, he writes about religious diversity
olonial era, the Great and Second Awakenings, religious radicalism, Christian
ientalism, Millennial debates, the Pentecostal movement, and the Moral
y. Indeed, the reader would benefit from Jenkins’ analysis of the continuing
on of religion in American society into the twenty-first century. Additional
lepicting changing religious affiliations into the twenty-first century would be
ive, considering that Jenkins already includes tables demonstrating political and
‘aphic change throughout American history.
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nalysis in later chapters. Aside from this minor drawback, the book is filled with
ntriguing case studies and stories of free people of color who went to great lengths to
stay near their communities and loved ones. The book contains dozens of gripping
wuman stories of people facing a decision between, as the title of the book indicates,
‘amily or freedom. Teachers will find ample material for use in lectures or assignments.
West’s study as a whole would be very valuable reading in undergraduate and graduate
sourses that examine race relations in the antebellum South, concepts of slavery and
teedom, or family history.

stephen F. Austin State University Andrew C. Lannen

lonathan Rees. Industrialization and the Transformation of American Life: A Brief
ntroduction. Armonk, NY: ML.E. Sharpe, 2013. Pp. 160. Paper, $26.95; ISBN
178-0-7656-2256-3.

In his concise and insightful book, Industrialization and the Transformation of
Imerican Life, Jonathan Rees has provided teachers of survey courses a handy guide
or teaching the period from the Civil War to the 1920s. Correctly subtitled 4 Brief
ntroduction, Rees provides not only a useful tool for teaching the period, but also
dvances the view that the era is best dealt with topically, encouraging historians to
onsider a review of their thoughts, lectures, and lesson plans for the topic.

Central to Rees’s presentation are the effects of industrialization on human
eings, which, Rees asserts, have not received the attention the subject deserves in
istory texts and survey courses. He submits that we will reach a better understanding
y studying the effects of the machine on man by organizing our study to address one
end (topic) at a time, which will then better inform our understanding of the
henomenon of industrialization.

Rees begins treatment of his thesis by painfully introducing us to the nervous
isorder Neurasthenia. Rees based his discussion of Neurasthenia on psychologist
-eorge Beard’s 1881 book, American Nervousness. Beard is credited with being one
f the two people who coined the term, but more important is his description of what
\dustry’s machines do to the human machine. For Beard and others focused on the
Fects of industry on the individual, humans were fueled by “nervous energy” and
Neurasthenia was a sign that that energy had been entirely expended while trying to
»pe with the other machines that came to define the age.” Rees reminds the reader of
is dreadful diagnosis throughout the book. In doing so, he fosters an increased
npathy for the hapless and twitching factory worker who is enslaved and tortured by
e speed of the assembly line in Charlie Chaplin’s Modern Times.

At the beginning of each chapter, Rees asks questions such as “Why didn’t the
litical system do more to limit the excesses of industrialization?”” and answers the
testion. The answer is then followed by three pithy examples related to the overall









