BOOK REVIEWS

Robert W. Strayer. Ways of the World: A Brief Global History with Sources.
Volume 2: Since 1500. Boston : Bedford St. Martin’s Press, 2010. Pp. 480. Paper,
$60.95; ISBN 978-0-312-45289-6.

Coherently discussing five hundred years of history in sixteen weeks, let alone
from a global perspective, can seem daunting, especially for historians not trained
formally in world history. In part, to manage this pure overabundance of content,
historian Philip Curtin helped cultivate the “Wisconsin School” of analysis. Instead of
looking at hemispheric or global approaches (in the manner of William McNeil,
Fernand Braudel, or Immanuel Wallerstein), Curtin suggested scholars examine “case
studies” and compare them across global networks. Robert W. Strayer, a product ofthe
Ph.D. history program at the University of Wisconsin, reflects the Wisconsin School
methodology in his first edition textbook Ways of the World: A Brief Global History
with Sources. Strayer teamed up with Bedford/St. Martin’s Press (long known for their
quality document readers and series in History and Culture) to produce a “2-in-1
docutext.” This text combines “a brief global history” with a collection of selected
primary sources. It comes with an array of online instructional aides for teachers and
for students ranging from an online “Student Center” to online videos and multimedia
to an e-book format to a computerized test bank (for instructors) and more, all housed
at Bedford/St. Martin’s website or in CD-ROM format.

Other textbooks such as Jerry Bentley’s and Herbert Ziegler’s Traditions and
Encounters (McGraw Hill) or Peter von Sivers, Charles A. Desnoyers, and George B.
Stows, Patterns of World History (Oxford University Press), focus on interactions and
patterns of human interaction in a more traditional periodization. Strayer attempts,
however, to enmesh local and regional examples organized around “chronology, theme,
and region” with “Big Picture essays.” This makes for some interesting comparisons
and interesting periodization. The first part covers “The Early Modern World, 1450-
1750,” the second part examines “The European Moment in World History, 1750-
1914,” and the third part is titled uncreatively “The Most Recent Century, 1914-2010.”
Each part contains a “Big Picture” essay and each chapter thereafter attempts to make
cross-cultural comparisons. For example, the second part analyzing “The European
Moment” begins with an overarching “Big Picture” ¢
Centrality and the Problem of Eurocentrism.” The fou
examine the Atlantic Revolutions (North American,

American Revolutions), the Industrial Revolution in w
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riewer and presumably others facing the task of teaching the entirety of world
in one semester, the book would be difficult to make fair use of, but this issue
non to virtually all world history textbooks. However, priced at a competitive
sonable $74.95, it’s a tempting book for consideration, this reviewer included.
¢ authors might wish to consider a condensed version of their work for use in
nester.

iven while progressing chronologically, chapter titles are appropriately and
ly worded to make sense of broad themes that adequately group together ideas
torical detail into a global context, a key challenge facing any world history text
irse. Different from my thinking about many texts, I was pleased to find the role
West not unduly diminished in a lopsided effort to globalize the human
nce into common themes and achievements. Due credit is given to Greece and
n chapter seven and to innovation and adaptation in the Western Christian world
‘er eleven. Covered in chapter sixteen, the Ottoman-Hapsburg struggle is a topic
not addressed in other texts. Other chapters justifiably consider non-Western
and their achievement. Throughout, the chapters highlight key terms in bold
1 them into the margins. The chapters end with useful summations labeled
11t All Together,” a necessary addition for the undergraduate reader. The maps
strations are adequate and chapters end with “Review and Respond” questions
litating class discussions. A final feature of each chapter is a “Patterns Up
section highlighting topics of pertinent but special interest, such as the “Origin
,” the “Global Trade of Indian Pepper,” and “Voodoo” in the New World. The
t attention to global commodities in these sections demonstrates an awareness
1s an emerging area of study and other topics, in my experience, seem tailored
ent interest and engagement. Case in point is the inclusion of “Social
king” as a pattern in chapter thirty-one.

.y reviewer or scholar can comb through any text searching for topics
ately covered in his or her area of expertise. This reviewer, for example, was
d to see no mention of the Hamitic Hypothesis in the chapter on colonialism in
‘chapter twenty-six) and worries that by tying decolonization in Africa so
rinto the Cold War the role of the African himselfis under wanvarentad fnhnunin
nine). Nonetheless, Patterns of World History is a stro:

1 be at least considered for adoption in any world history

no less himself.
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sors, the first and most fundamental struggle is getting students to read and
'more to read critically. Thus, the fact that this text is one that students will read,
e engaged with, and understand makes it a valuable resource to teachers of
rn Civilization.

‘yler Community College Alyce Miller

k Peebles, ed. Voices of South Asia: Essential Readings from Antiguity to the
it. New York and London: M.E. Sharpe, 2012. Pp. 208. Paper, $32.95;
978-0-7656-2072.

[ndia is the largest country of the Indian subcontinent or South Asia, and the

has recently awakened to its history and culture beyond a simple and orientalist

action. One such example is that the region is seen as an emerging IT power and

1s are becoming part of academic discourses all over the world. This is certainly

ge from Rajas, elephants, snake charmers, and rope trick country. Voices of

4sia takes a long view of what comprised India, albeit old fashioned, but not out

e if one considers the intention and the target audience for the book.

When we talk of a country where there are sixteen official languages and 3000

s and where a foreign language (English) serves as the linking language among

lion plus population, one cannot but be in a dilemma as to what constitutes the
An easy deconstruction of a nation as large and diverse as India is a difficult

r any editor, but Peebles has done a good job at that. For me, there are so many

that should have been there, but then I reprogrammed myself as a foreign student

ttle or no background of a country and then found the content informing and

jome. One needs to know what makes the culture and what represents its voices.

¢ voices national or regional, do they belong to various religions, or must all

s and languages be represented? So what is South Asia to begin with? The map

ook says itall. It means India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka,

idesh, and the Maldives. One can appreciate how difficult it must be for anyone

a widely and equally acceptable book that claims tc

I'he real problem starts with old and outdated geo-p

th Asia, Central Asia, and South East Asia, all of

;ans who measured the distances from Eurog

clatures. How India and neighboring countries are |

ma to South Asians themselves and yet all use this t«

have been Indian subcontinent, but then it might so

sof theregion. There is no denying the fact that due

ince India remains the focal point of the region and

nany counts, all Pakistanis or Bangladeshis running

ym and the United States call them Indian restaurar
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Michael P. Johnson. Reading the American Past: Selected Historical Documents.
Fifth ed., vol. 2. Boston: Bedford St. Martin’s, 2012. Pp. 342. Paper, $18.95;
ISBN 978-0-312-56377-6.

Instructors of U.S. survey courses know that the world is full of readers, some
with secondary essays by historians and others with primary documents. In Reading
the American Past, Michael P. Johnson of Johns Hopkins has assembled an impressive
collection of the latter category. It is structured to accompany The American Promise:
A History of the United States, which Johnson coauthored. Each of the sixteen chapters
corresponds to a chapter of the same name in volume II of The American Promise.
However, it could certainly accompany another text as well.

Johnson begins with a helpful introduction for students, where he explains how
documents can serve as “historical snapshots,” how to establish their historical context,
and how to “guard against imputing today’s meanings to yesterday’s words.”

Most chapters contain five documents, some a few more, all of about equal
length. Each document has helpful questions at the end to help students navigate them.
The usual heavy-hitters are here: Andrew Carnegie explains the Gospel of Wealth;
Jacob Riis describes abandoned babies in New York City; Jane Addams defends the
need for settlement houses; Booker T. Washington explains racial accommodation in
his 1895 Atlanta Exposition address, and W.E.B. Du Bois challenges him in The Souls
of Black Folk; A. Mitchell Palmer makes his case against the “Reds” in the United
States; FDR asks for a declaration of war against Japan; George F. Kennan explains
containment; Dwight Eisenhower warns about the military-industrial complex; Martin
Luther King, Jr. explains nonviolent resistance in his eloquent letter from the
Birmingham jail; Ronald Reagan speaks to the National Association of American
Evangelicals; and Barrack Obama declares a new beginning in U.S relations with the
Muslim world.

Yet whatis also very evident and welcome here is a “history from the bottom up”
theme—documents from ordinary citizens, or from figures such as Eugene V. Debs or
“Mother” Jones, who might be less well-known to students. Elias Hill, a South
Carolina black preacher and teacher, describes Klan violence to Congress in 1871; a
Texas Ranger recounts white and Mexican lawlessness along the Texas-Mexico border;
late nineteenth-century domestic servants describe thei o '
Pinkerton man recalls the savage strife at Carnegie’s
doughboy writes of combat at the front in 1918; Africe
responds to the 1919 Chicago race riot; desperate mothers:
birth control information; ordinary working citizens v
Franklin D. Roosevelt describing the hard times of the I
I veteran Grant Hirabayashi recounts his family’s experie
Gls send their letters home; a Korean War Marine veterai
experience; a Tennessee newspaper reporter describes th
years after Brown v. Board of Education; a black Speciz






Book Reviews 105

He also mentions the domestic American cultural scene—too often narratives only
discuss U.S. domestic developments with reference to greedy corporations and electoral
politics. Here is an often critical text that refreshingly avoids attributing every
American policy to hegemonic impulses in the service of global capitalism.

In some places, Combs’ style is downright eloquent. One particularly ironic turn
of phrase describing 1989's momentous events: “If the domino effect had not taken
place in Vietnam, it certainly did in eastern Europe.”

More frequent citation of sources for primary source quotations would be
desirable. Also, there is discord between his definitive declaration that “it is clear to
historians now that Japan probably would have surrendered in a short time without the
bomb and probably without an invasion of the home islands” and his description of the
key scholarly discussions in the historiographical section, which suggests there is no
clear consensus on the issue.

Nevertheless, for its interweaving of a clear narrative, thoughtful interpretation,
and broad-ranging historiographical analysis, this book is highly recommended,
especially for teachers seeking quick access to balanced discussion of key issues in the
study of modern American foreign policy.

Ball State University Kevin Smith

Watson W. Jennison. Cultivating Race: The Expansion of Slavery in Georgia,
1730-1860. Lexington, KY: University Press of Kentucky, 2012. Pp. 440. Cloth,
$50.00; ISBN 978-0-8131-3426-0.

Colonial Georgia was envisioned by James Oglethrope and the colony’s trustees
as a utopia for the common man. During the first two decades of the colony’s history,
the original vision was purposely and enthusiastically pursued. Immediately thereafter,
however, and over the ensuing century (1751-1851), Georgia’s development proceeded
decidedly counter to the founding vision.

After 1751, Watson Jennison, the author of Cultivatine Race convincinelv
demonstrates that Georgia reconfigured and tran:
demographically, economically, and politically because of
changes that followed spawned territorial consolidation
emerging bifurcated racial society that facilitated a burgeonit
The sequence of events triggering the new trajectory of de
aseries of territorial conflicts between 1776 and 1818 that w
state while making for a less multiracial and a more bifur
than a decade later, in the 1830s, Indian removal and rel
Cherokees gave increased momentum to the recasted vision
Specifically, Indian removal vastly expanded access to land
and all but insured the state’s full-blown transformati
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in that period and analyses of events and issues. Some of these subchapters focus on
a person who helped shape events or whose life reflects that era. Jackie Robinson’s
trial at Ft. Hood TX shows the conditions blacks faced in the military during World
War II, while the careers of Wilt Chamberlain and Bill Russell reveal the rise of black
athletes and their impact on the status of blacks. Each chapter has a select bibliography
of secondary works in lieu of notes, and a comprehensive bibliographic essay appears
at the end. The text is complemented by two sets of photographs.

The opening chapters have traditional western topics, e.g., exploration, farming,
and Indian wars. From chapter 3, Urban Communities, 1900-1940, on, the book
focuses on the quest for equal rights. A running theme is the growing expectations
blacks had of success over overt discrimination accompanied by frustrations with
problems of poverty and inner-city conditions. Broussard sees the West as something
of an El Dorado during World War II and decades immediately following, especially
in rapid population growth and expanded employment opportunities. But he also
presents conditions some scholars associate with racism (without using that term or
tone), such as continuing discrimination in housing and jobs and the deteriorating
condition of inner-city communities as highlighted by two Los Angeles riots. Chapter
5, covering 1945-70s, analyzes these issues as well as movements such as CORE and
Black Power that rose in response to them. Chapter 6 discusses the declining urban
population growth and highlights prominent political figures such as Tom Bradley and
Willie Brown. It also offers impressive statistics on such problems of black males as
the war on drugs and incarceration and of black women, including HIV-AIDS and
single-parent families.

There are limits to what can be covered in 200 pages of text, and the most
obvious are geographical. California, Texas, and Kansas account for nearly all events.
Most states with smaller black populations are not mentioned. While racial mixing is
discussed in the Mexican era, there is little comparison of blacks with other ethnic
groups or discussion of race relations in general. Illustrating aspects of a period with
one organization or person omits others that might seem more important, as in the case
of using Howard Thurman’s San Francisco church to represent wartime organizations
and saying nothing about the Double-V Movement in Los Angeles. But overall this is
a very readable work, combining the human interest of biography with discussions of
broad trends. Its bibliographies provide a foundation for ¢ Tt T -
useful as the black text in a multi-cultural U.S. or western t

California State University, Fullerton
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This volume sheds light both on how change was achieved in the past (messy,
multifaceted, and lacking consensus among participants) and can be achieved in our
present. Co-editor Danielle L. McGuire lauds Steven F. Lawson’s ability, as an
educator and scholar, to motivate “students to ask harder questions and come up with
better answers.” This volume can inspire current practitioners to do the same of their
students and of themselves.

Independent Scholar Rachel B. Reinhard

Simon Gunn and Lucy Faire, eds. Research Methods for History. New York:
Edinburgh Press, ¢/o Columbia University Press, 2011. Pp. 246. Paper, $40.00;
ISBN 978-0-7486-4204-5.

When historians talk about methods, they are not always talking about the same
thing. In the undergraduate major, methods might refer to research and writing
coursework, while at the graduate level methods might refer more broadly to what is
often considered “applied” history, such as work in archives, museums, or techniques,
such as oral history.

Gunn and Faire have pulled together essays that try to think comprehensively
about the historical methods we teach our students. The essayists represent a range of
nations and traditions, with a plurality of authors coming from Great Britain, but with
representation from the United States as well as Australia. Each writer takes on a single
method or approach to history, in some cases making an argument in its favor (such as
the excellent “life stories” essay by Alistair Thompson), while others seck to
problematize the method (“Working With/In the Archives” by Michelle King).

The opening series of essays takes on “the essentials” of historical method—
archives, visual materials, material culture, and landscape and place. Each of these
offers an overview, with examples, of how the particular form of analysis can be used
by historians to make arguments about the past. Some of the methods here are familiar
to anyone who has gone through a Ph.D. program in history (archives), while other
topics, such as Jo Guldi’s illuminating piece ~ ”

The section on “researching individ
biography” (by Krista Cowman) and “life s
address the strengths and challenges of his
individuals, either alone or collectively. Ev
essays offer new ways of thinking about thes
on the subject.

The essays on GIS and on databases an
of a field that is rapidly changing. In this ¢
Morris, give rich examples of how these tec
helping readers see beyond the latest softwat
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and describes “student-centered learning” as both “silly” and “meaningless.” He is also
apparently dismissive of teacher education in general as he claims that “No one hasever
taught good teachers—Iet alone the best teachers—Hhow to teach.” Although there is
room for spirited debates over the craft of teaching, the fact that the SOTL has little to
do with graduate training, hiring, and tenure and promotion as well as larger issues such
as the administration and funding of higher education makes Anderson’s commitment
to the “great books” and classic liberal education appear more reactionary than
thoughtful. He claims that the “western tradition” has been “under assault” for decades
and that “admitting to enjoy the great books in the current academic climate is like
admitting to enjoy pornography.” Despite Anderson’s gift for hyperbole, one can
hardly blame the relatively new and marginalized field of SOTL for what Anderson
ultimately concludes ills higher education, the unfortunate reality that “teaching is not
important.” Drifting further away from the practical topics of classroom teaching,
Anderson recommends that higher education should radically alter existing curricula
and the essential roles of faculty in order to enrich teaching and learning and “‘save
liberal education.” While many will dismiss these suggestions as unrealistic and
perhaps even seriously short-sighted, The Skinny on Teaching is strikingly misnamed
as Anderson succeeds in raising larger questions far too important and complex for a
short guide to teaching.

Illinois State University Richard L. Hughes

Alan S. Marcus, Jeremy D. Stoddard, and Walter Woodward. Teaching History
with Museums: Strategies for K-12 Social Studies. New York/London: Routledge,
2012. Pp. 192. Paper, $38.95; ISBN 978-0-415-89165-3.

In an age of virtual reality, one might ask—Why a text? What makes a book so
much richer than a simple “simulated walk through a historical place”? After all, if [
cannot visit the real setting, wouldn’t a virtual trip be “just as good”? The answer to
this question—and others—is a resounding “no” by the authors of a comprehensive and
engaging overview on the “rich and pedagog™ " o
descriptive detail on what makes museums
specific museums, this textbook underscore
important “being there” is to any complete ur
grey.

Divided into two sections, Teachin;
considerable length both the reasons for u
possibilities embedded in using specific mus
expand one’s historical knowledge. Section
to teach history and section two offers a s
museums to illuminate an historical period.









